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Characteristics of Supporting Sentences

Supporting sentences are essential components of a paragraph that provide
further information, evidence, examples, or explanations to support the main
idea or topic introduced in the topic sentence. Here are some characteristics of

effective supporting sentences:

1. Relevance: Supporting sentences should be directly relevant to the main idea
expressed in the topic sentence. They should provide specific details,
evidence, examples, or explanations that support and expand upon the main
point.

2. Coherence: Supporting sentences should be coherent and logically
connected to each other and the topic sentence. They should flow smoothly
and present information in a clear and organized manner, maintaining the
overall coherence of the paragraph.

3. Unity: Each supporting sentence should focus on a single idea or aspect
related to the main idea. They should work together to build a cohesive
argument or provide a comprehensive explanation, avoiding unrelated or
tangential information.

4. Variety: While maintaining coherence, it is beneficial to vary the types of
supporting sentences used within a paragraph. This can include providing
evidence, giving examples, offering explanations, presenting statistics, or
quoting relevant sources. This variety helps to engage the reader and provide a

well-rounded perspective.



5. Depth and Detail: Effective supporting sentences provide sufficient depth
and detail to fully support the main idea. They go beyond surface-level
statements and offer specific information, examples, or evidence that illustrate
and substantiate the main point.

6. Transition: Supporting sentences should include transitional words or
phrases that help to connect ideas and ensure a smooth flow between
sentences. These transitional elements can indicate cause and effect, compare
and contrast, provide examples, or show chronological order, among other
relationships.

7. Clarity and Precision: Supporting sentences should be clear and precise,
using specific language and avoiding ambiguity. They should communicate
information in a concise and understandable manner, ensuring the reader can
grasp the intended meaning without confusion.

8. Clarity and Precision: Supporting sentences should be clear and precise,
using specific language and avoiding ambiguity. They should communicate
information in a concise and understandable manner, ensuring the reader can

grasp the intended meaning without confusion.



Characteristics of Concluding Sentence

A concluding sentence is a closing statement that wraps up a paragraph, essay,
or any piece of writing by summarizing the main points or restating the thesis
statement. It serves to bring closure to the discussion and leave a lasting
impression on the reader. Here are some characteristics of a concluding

sentence:

1. Summarizes main points: A concluding sentence should briefly recap the
main ideas or arguments presented in the preceding text. It reminds the reader
of the key points discussed.

2. Restates the thesis statement: If the writing piece has a thesis statement, the
concluding sentence can restate it in a concise manner. It reinforces the central
idea and helps tie the entire piece together.

3. Provides a sense of completion: The concluding sentence should give the
reader a feeling of closure. It signals that the discussion is coming to an end
and provides a sense of finality to the overall writing.

4. Offers a final thought or insight: A concluding sentence can go beyond
summarizing and provide a final thought, insight, or reflection. It may offer a
call to action, suggest further research, or leave the reader with something to
ponder.

5. Concise and impactful: Concluding sentences are typically short and to the
point. They should leave a strong impression on the reader and make the main
ideas memorable. Avoid introducing new information or going off on

tangents.



6. Connects back to the introduction: In some cases, a concluding sentence
may circle back to the introduction and provide a sense of full circle. This

technique can create a cohesive and satisfying structure for the reader.

Remember that the characteristics of a concluding sentence may vary
depending on the type of writing and its purpose. The key is to effectively
wrap up the discussion and leave the reader with a clear understanding of the

main points.



