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My Success Story: Empowering

Women to Confront Adversity
Athraa Abd Al-Salam Muhi

Throughout history, women have faced
numerous challenges and obstacles on their
journey towards success. However, despite the
odds stacked against them, many women have
overcome adversity and achieved remarkable ac-
complishments in various fields. My own success
story is a testament to the resilience, determina-
tion, and empowerment that women possess

My journey began when | got married
when | was young and left my studies. Oppor-
tunities for women were limited, and societal
expectations often dictated the roles and paths
available for us. Despite the cultural and social
barriers and my responsibility towards my chil-
dren, especially my sick son who was suffering
from kidney failure (Chronic Renal Failure) and
walking difficulty (Developmental Dysplasia of
the Hip), in addition to many obstacles and diffi-
culties, | refused to let circumstances determine
my fate. Instead, | embraced challenges as op-
portunities for growth and self-discovery. Thanks
to Allah, | was able to pass the external exams,
but it was impossible to complete my studies at
the university because at that time there was no
evening studies in the College of Education for
Women, but | did not lose hope.

After a while, the College of Education for
Women was the way of hope that restored my
life, as evening studies opened for the first time
in 2012, and | was able to apply and be accept-
ed there. | faced the most difficult challenges,
including commitment to work, family, home,
and the pressures of living, but thanks to Allah
and with all my effort and strength, | was able to
grant my BA.

| did not stop because | am an ambitious
person and want to reach a higher position.
Therefore, | decided to complete my master’s

degree, and | was able to complete it as well, de-
spite the most difficult circumstances | faced. |
then decided to study Methods of teaching En-
glish and grant my PhD., and | was accepted and
complete the courses. Following my education,
| embarked on a career path that allowed me to
be assistant Lecturer in my college through hard
work, dedication, and continuous learning.

However, my success was not without its
share of setbacks and obstacles. | encountered
discrimination and prejudice along the way. Yet,
each challenge served as fuel for my determi-
nation to shatter stereotypes and pave the way
for future generations of women. In addition to
my professional accomplishments, | am proud
to have played a role in empowering and uplift-
ing other women in my community. Whether
through mentorship, advocacy, or philanthropy,
| have made it my mission to support and em-
power women to realize their full potential and
achieve their goals.

As | reflect on my journey, | am remind-
ed of the countless women who have paved
the way for me and the responsibility | have to
pay forward. My success is not just a personal
achievement but a celebration of the strength,
resilience, and power of women everywhere.

In conclusion, my success story is a testa-
ment to the resilience, determination, and em-
powerment that women possess. Despite facing
adversity and obstacles, | have overcome chal-
lenges, shattered stereotypes, and achieved re-
markable accomplishments in both my personal
and professional life. As we celebrate Interna-
tional Women’s Day and honor the achievements
of women around the world, let us continue to
empower, support, and uplift one another in the
journey towards equality and success.
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